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Why?

To improve the embedding 

and take-up of repositories



Who?



What?

MePrints







How?

By getting feedback from arts 
researchers and making 
connections within the institutions



User Needs Analysis

1. MePrints in use

2. What are researchers 

using?

3. Short survey (6 from 

UAL, 4 from UCA)



Current research profiles













Survey Results/Approach

• All respondents have, or have had, staff research 

profile pages but most not very experienced with 

repositories.

• 10/10 have (or would like) a Web presence

• 8/10 have (or would like)  a personal website 

• Likes

• Dislikes

• Systems/sites used



Personal websites
•Advantage: personal creative space, no limits
•Disadvantage: remembering that the profile is ultimately an institutional 
online presence and control is important for authenticity

Social networking and other sites
•Advantage: lots of sites out there to get inspiration, visually attractive 
and can create a buzz
•Disadvantage: do researchers really want this? It has to last beyond 
fads

Online/Visual CV
•Advantage: saving researchers time, enabling re-use of data
•Disadvantage: the research profile can’t be everything, this may be 
desirable but not as high priority as other enhancements
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